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The Anatomy of the Conception of Obligation

Ahmad Deylami‘

Abstract

The word "Obligation”, which is referred to as "commitment” in Iraman legal
literature. It 1s one of the few fundamental legal concepts. Understanding its
concept, its elements and its nature 1s a prerequisite for any legal understanding,.
This aim requres that, given 1ts background, the precise concept and 1ts
principal and direct constitutive elements, especially from a logical perspective,
be known; its nature described; ifs relationship with Interior and external
concepts illuminated. Thas paper 1s descriptive, comparative and analytical in
order to take a step towards achieving this goal. Legal professors and wnters,
and especially Iramans, have offered relatively different readings in thas side. It
1s somefimes referred to as a personal legal relationship, somefimes a legal
obligation or obligation, and sometimes a combination of duty and
responsibility or performance guarantee. This discrepancy in definition also led
to disagreement on the elements of this concept. In this essay, “Obligation™ 18
considered a type oflegal, civil, and financial obligation, therefore it 1s
different with the Islamic jurisprudential notion of “Commitment™ in its general
meaning and elements.

Keywords: Obligation, Duty, Responsibility, Debt, Due

1. Associate Professor, Department of Private and Islamic Law, Qom University, Law
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