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The Relationship between Cyberspace and Developments in
Jurisprudential-L.egal Understandings in Iran Today

-1
Hassan Rezaei

Abstract

Interrelationships between Understandings of Islamic-Iraman Law and the
Development of Cyberspace in Iran Today

The technical and intellectual world of most of the Iranian Muslim jurists is going
through a senous change due to increasing interaction with new mformation
technologies, especially mtemet and social media. This phenomenon can be
defined as a kind of ever-digitalization process of law and Figh that increasingly is
developing in a varety of ways and forms. The article will examine some real
cases of changes in jurisprudential understandings due to this phenomenon. It will
also explore on forms and qualities of the interactions between Iranian-Muslim
legal scholars, Muslim jurists and theologians in the ever-expanding Iraman
cyberspace. The underlying assumption of the paper is that Iraman legal and
jurisprudential world, in continwous interaction with the new media- while
confronting the interconnected social issues like as human nights, is able to develop
in a paradigmatic way with the use of cyberspace. Compared to the current
situation, this paradigm shift will be a transition from a scholastic, static,
governmental and non-comparative legal and junisprudential knowledge to a more
human nghts-based, comparative, open and plural one. This contribution elaborates
on some scenes of this shift in the Iramian public sphere as reflected in internet.

Keywords: Cyberspace;, Digitalized and Networked Public Sphere, Iranian-
Muslim Jumnsts; Islamic Law; Paradigm Change; Iraman Internet

i\, PhD in Criminal Law from Tarbiat Modares University of Tehran And a researcher in
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