A Comparative Study of Iran and the United States’ Approaches to Governing Domestic and
Foreign Digital Platforms

Abstract

In recent decades, digital platforms have emerged as pivotal actors in the global economy, social interaction,
and national security. However, without proper regulatory frameworks, they can pose serious risks to
national sovereignty, privacy rights, the spread of disinformation, and market concentration. This article
adopts a comparative analytical approach, based on desk research, to examine how the United States and
the Islamic Republic of Iran regulate digital platforms. As a leading technological power and host to many
global platforms, the United States has implemented assertive and structured policies toward both foreign
entities such as TikTok and Huawei, and domestic platforms. These policies are rooted in cyber governance,
economic regulation, and antitrust law, enabling broad state authority in digital governance. Despite facing
more acute external threats, Iran possesses fewer effective tools for platform regulation. Measures such as
blocking Telegram and restricting Instagram, though motivated by national sovereignty concerns, have
shown limited success due to external constraints, lack of public support, the absence of viable domestic
alternatives, and fragmented institutional coordination. The comparative analysis reveals that the U.S.,
while operating in a less hostile environment, enforces stricter policies toward foreign platforms, and
simultaneously supports its domestic platforms. This dual approach underscores the instrumental use of
digital platforms for advancing geopolitical strategies. In contrast, Iran’s limited engagement with platform
owners, underdeveloped digital infrastructure, and inconsistent regulatory policies have left user rights,
national sovereignty, and cybersecurity vulnerable. The article concludes by offering policy
recommendations for Iran, emphasizing the need to strengthen legal frameworks, develop indigenous
infrastructure, and enhance cyber diplomacy to ensure more effective and sovereign digital platform
governance.
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