State Liability for Compensation of Damages Arising from
Riots: A Comparative Study in Iranian and English Law

Abstract

In recent decades, the significant rise in protests and
urban riots has transformed the compensation of damages to
individuals and property into one of the pressing challenges
for legal systems seeking to safeguard citizens’ rights and
maintain public order. A precise determination of the scope
of governmental civil liability, along with the legal and
institutional mechanisms necessary for compensating
damages arising from urban unrest, constitutes a critical
issue in the domains of public law and civil liability.

The Iranian legal system, rooted in a rich legal heritage
and dynamic jurisprudence, holds extensive theoretical and
practical capacities to define and implement effective
mechanisms for compensating damages caused by urban
disturbances. Through the enactment of specialized
legislation and the refinement of executive processes, it can
develop a comprehensive and functional model in this field.
In contrast, the legal system of England, particularly
through the enactment and subsequent reform of the Riot
Compensation Act 2016, has established a statutory
framework for such compensation; however, it continues to
face limitations in its scope and ambiguities in defining
eligibility and assessment standards.

This study adopts an analytical-comparative approach to
examine the legal and institutional requirements of both
systems, identifying their respective strengths and
weaknesses. It analyzes the legal foundations of
governmental liability in Iran and the historical
development, statutory provisions, and theoretical
underpinnings of the English model.



Drawing on the capacities of Imamiyyah jurisprudence
and the principles enshrined in the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, this research proposes a
comprehensive framework to ensure effective and equitable
compensation for damages resulting from urban unrest. The
proposed framework consists of enacting a specific statute,
establishing a national compensation fund, reforming
insurance and judicial policies, clarifying liability criteria,
and reinforcing preventive and risk-reduction measures.
Together, these reforms aim to enhance legal certainty,
secure victims’ rights, and strengthen public confidence in
the rule of law.
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