I 8315 (g3 dome ¢ Sl e e | Il )3 (owrded (Sl il Bl ot 5

In Search of a Middle Path for Referendums

in Iran
Professor, Department of Specialized Law, Faculty
Seved Hosein of Law and Political Science, University of Tehran,
S i_] .. Tehran, Iran
alan Email: hsafaii@ut.ac.ir
Head of the Iranian Law and Legal Research
Mohammad Institute and former judge of the Supreme Court,
Darvishzadeh Tehran, Iran
Email: darvishzadeh@illrc.ac.ir
Introducti

In the aftermath of the unlawful attack carried out by the
United States and Israel against our homeland and Islamic
nation, the question of whether a referendum should be
convened has reverberated across Iran’s public sphere. On
one side of the debate stand those who extol the necessity of
a referendum, even extending its reach to the establishment
of a constituent assembly - an ambition that seems to
disregard the lived experiences and hard-won achievements
of half a century of Iranian national struggle. On the other
side are voices vehemently opposed to any invocation of a
referendum, denouncing it as subversive and destabilizing,
and calling for its suppression with equal urgency.

The authors of this work seek neither the radicalism of the

former nor the rigid intransigence of the latter. Rather, we
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