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Abstract

In the modern age of communication, the widespread expansion of
social networks has led to the emergence of a new phenomenon
known as “influencer marketing.” This phenomenon has entrusted
influencers with considerable power to shape public opinion, direct
tastes, and ultimately change consumer patterns and behaviors. By
drawing on the trust of their audiences, these individuals have
become a focal point for transmitting commercial messages.
However, within the legal and regulatory context of Iran, this field
faces serious challenges. The absence of comprehensive and
transparent laws specifically addressing the regulation of
influencers’ activities has created a tangible legislative gap. This
issue, together with inadequate oversight and widespread
ambiguities regarding advertising disclosure requirements, has
paved the way for misleading audiences and violating consumer
rights. In such an environment, the boundary between honest
recommendations and paid advertising becomes blurred, placing
consumer rights at risk. The main question is to what extent the
existing laws and regulations in Iran are capable of regulating the
activities of influencers in cyberspace and protecting consumer
rights, and what legal gaps exist in this area. With the aim of
accurately identifying these legal gaps and offering solutions, this
research adopts a descriptive-analytical method and comparatively
examines Iranian laws alongside China’s Advertising Law and the
disclosure requirements of the U.S. Federal Trade Commission.
The findings indicate that Iranian laws, particularly in relation to the
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advertising of health-related products and the requirements for
clarifying the advertising nature of content, are far less
comprehensive and explicit than those of the countries studied.
Accordingly, the development of more effective laws for regulating
influencers—including the requirement to obtain authorization for
advertising activities, the precise determination of legal
responsibilities for published content, and the establishment of
standardized methods for advertising disclosure in a manner easily
recognizable to the general public—is an undeniable necessity.
Keywords: Influencer, Influencer Marketing, Legal Gaps, Cyberspace,
Advertising Disclosure.
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