G982 30 538 Cadls D92 yle 10 (0 S I Colos SAmdai axllia

ousio WYL g oyf 9!

oWS>

s a1 cuoles 5 3l ngn g (Su)b slone slagd))l d2ly wle yo (Sind clys jl o lgisd (Sl slaly
25 2 oy > Uil e (Pl Gl ojgpel (Jlcpll )l Cusal 35 Soi late 5l Al (s b 4
5o 3 9rse lo slalpl )3 o2l cqcnli) 1B, 18 (Sagd o 55 o g i e letal 55 (5 e e
ol Sl Coles ¢t (Boi> clopllss ;3 300 &y iy Sl Gt BTl 5l 30 ol el (Bgi> g sl b
llis &) Gglans LI Lo 3,515 ) ie ) Coronl 3929 b 38 o ploxl (St &y (158 gl o Bses 50,
(658 CuSlle Boi> aels (S b 3l slal )3 8 (93990 L H3rbg slagille b dralge )3 g 039 (o308
4 bl - (oS 3,S09) b Sl Gimgdy cunl 4Bl Gl )8 @ Me e B > (Sl bl l coles 4 a2
ool gloadhe ¢ poly palae (el (e 5 By (5)b e plliS Gzl ) (Sl glalt I Coles ISl )y
o Ll nd o i sl o3l 5 osoxto VLI g ] s > (b sloly o Sing b o6 coodle
b canl colos (pl (oo (3855 @lo oot pnles potde 3 plecl 5 Cod BB @) £95 Codgions dlox I g pmdl 5 (2]
oz Sl i 9 22! Blge (lnl il code pllas 3 (Fo)b slal Sl coles Jged sl p5Y (5l (Sle 92
O (el (g2 e Jillin )3 .l ooyl (ae (3805 Blo (oiSupled porde 3 plal 9 b JB @M g Cudgaa
code plgisay ()b glaly jl gles Sl anaw gyl WMo Jopdy b wasie VLI (Boi> pllas ) 45 3o
Sl 5 (g 5 byd i 5 & ofigas (sl @Mle pllas oS sl (51 (S laaidly (rizen ol 005 palyd (o)
ol b Glpl S8 395 oo sleutiy «oled 3 )0 Pyl sl 1k colos gl (orilio Cudyls dguotels 203

A8 bl (Bl slaly ;3 GBS (laogly Sl (eSS Coles (sl 039 (5) B g3lo 5290 e

$)bs cdle imio cuSlle o> (Sl sl (Jsiie s Jlsel 16l (4 5g



A Comparative Study of the Protection of Historical Buildings as
Trademarks under Iranian and U.S. Law

Abstract

Historic buildings, as an integral part of the cultural heritage of every nation, embody architectural,
historical, and identity-related values, and their protection is significant not only from a cultural perspective
but also from a legal one. In contemporary societies, however, historic buildings are increasingly exposed
to various threats, including improper commercial exploitation, visual imitation, and even physical
destruction. Accordingly, reconsidering existing protective mechanisms and utilizing emerging legal tools
for the effective safeguarding of these assets has become increasingly necessary. Traditionally, the protection
of historic buildings has been addressed primarily within the framework of cultural heritage laws. Despite
their importance, such regulations are largely focused on physical preservation and demonstrate limited
effectiveness in addressing emerging challenges, particularly those related to commercial use and symbolic
appropriation. In recent years, alongside the expansion of intellectual property law, growing attention has
been directed toward the protection of historic buildings under trademark law. Adopting an analytical—
comparative approach, this study examines the possibility of protecting historic buildings within the
trademark system. It clarifies the fundamental concepts involved and compares the essential elements of
trademark protection with the characteristics of historic buildings under the legal frameworks of Iran and
the United States. The findings indicate that, although Iranian law does not expressly prohibit the registration
of historic buildings as trademarks, practical and interpretative obstacles—such as limitations on the
registrable types of trademarks and ambiguities surrounding the concept of distinctiveness—hinder the
effective realization of such protection. Although sufficient theoretical foundations exist for extending
trademark protection to historic buildings in Iran, legislative gaps and a restrictive interpretation of the
functions of trademark law have impeded its implementation. By contrast, the comparative analysis
demonstrates that, under U.S. law, the recognition of three-dimensional trademarks has enabled historic
buildings to receive trademark protection. Moreover, the absence of a novelty requirement and the
possibility of indefinite renewal make trademark law a particularly suitable mechanism for the sustainable
protection of historic buildings. Accordingly, this study proposes that the Iranian legislature revise the
existing legal framework by establishing a specific mechanism for the complementary protection of the
creative features embodied in historic buildings, thereby facilitating their legitimate commercial use while
preserving their cultural value

Keywords: Historic Buildings; Immovable Property; Industrial Property Law;
Trademark
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