Comparative Legal Study of the Function of Problem Solving Courts in Addressing Juvenile Drug Offenses in Iran and

the United States

Abstract

This This research provides a comparative analysis of the functioning of problem-solving courts in addressing drug-related offenses among juveniles in Iran
and the United States. Drug consumption and associated delinquency among adolescents constitute a primary concern for modern criminal justice systems,
as the approach taken toward these offenses plays a critical role in determining their future outcomes and rates of recidivism. In the United States, a
specialized structure known as “Juvenile Drug Treatment Courts” (JDTCs) emerged in the 1990s. These courts aim to replace traditional punitive criminal
proceedings with a therapeutic and supportive framework. Operating under the regular supervision of a judge, these courts integrate active participation from
counselors, psychologists, and treatment specialists, alongside family involvement. They employ a system of graduated sanctions and rewards to guide
adolescents toward sobriety and successful reintegration into society. Conversely, while the Iranian legal system provides for specialized juvenile courts that
emphasize reform and support, it lacks a dedicated mechanism comparable to problem-solving drug courts for drug-related offenses. The current approach
in Iran is primarily focused on protective and educational measures, adhering to a more traditional model of adjudication. The lack of a cohesive
interdisciplinary structure, the limitations on therapeutic interventions, and the absence of standardized, structured rehabilitation programs remain significant
challenges within the Iranian context. This study utilizes a comparative legal methodology with a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing upon both Persian
and English academic resources. The findings indicate that while both systems share a general goal of reform and social reintegration, there are profound
differences in implementation, the role of treatment, the degree of family engagement, and the level of judicial oversight. Consequently, this paper proposes
that Iran could benefit from establishing treatment-oriented judicial branches tailored to local conditions, strengthening cooperation between support and
therapeutic institutions, and developing indigenous rehabilitation programs. Such reforms could facilitate a shift from a predominantly punitive approach

toward a more effective, reform-oriented, and preventive strategy in dealing with juvenile drug-related offenses.

Keywords: Problem solving court, restorative justice, juvenile drug offenses, Juvenile rehabilitation, continuous judicial supervision.
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