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The Dignity and Status of Women in Domestic Documents Governing Football
with a Comparative Study in International Sports Law

Abstract:

The inalienable right of women is to enjoy the same opportunities as men to demonstrate, create skills and
achieve their results. This right is widely linked to sports relations, among other things, and respect for it
is inevitable. This principle has been emphasized in legal documents and rules accepted by international
organizations and institutions. Many rulers also shout their adherence to this principle in the light of
national regulations and propaganda programs. However, a significant number of governments,
influenced by ideology and political interests, do not adhere to this principle in practice. The International
Federation of Association Football (FIFA), considering this inequality and concerned about gender justice
in football, established unavoidable requirements and rules so that all groups of women can benefit from
the right to participate in football and watch it. A clear manifestation of the aforementioned rules can be
seen in Chapter 6 of the Regulations on the Status and Transfer of Players (RSTP). This powerful
institution has strived to consolidate this program and achieve this ideal by guaranteeing the
implementation of the suspension of club and national football. Following this policy, football institutions
in Iran have formulated and implemented more or less appropriate programs and regulations in this
regard, especially in recent years. Important documents such as the statute of the Football Federation, the
rules of procedure, discipline and ethics, and especially in the proposed document on respecting the
dignity and status of women working in football, have emphasized this issue. In this regard, women's
football in all ranks and branches has found better order, rhythm and organization than in the past.
However, the Iranian Football Federation has not done enough to ensure gender equality and to provide
women with the opportunity to demonstrate their skills while maintaining dignity and status. Although the
opportunity to watch football games was provided to the women's community insufficiently and late, the
gap with standards is significant in all areas.
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