Community Services: An Aspect of Decarceration Policy (A
Comparative Study of Iran, Algeria, Jordan, and the UAE)

Abstract
Alternatives to imprisonment constitute one of the most important measures adopted by
legislators to manage prison populations and promote decarceration. The negative experience
of most legal systems with imprisonment and the subsequent shift toward alternatives to
incarceration have led to the emergence of diverse forms of alternative sanctions. One of the
relatively new forms of alternatives to imprisonment in Islamic countries is community service,
which is subject to specific rules and regulatory requirements. This study aims to comparatively
analyze community service in selected Islamic countries and examine their expansive or
restrictive approaches to the adoption of this measure. The selected countries are Jordan, the
United Arab Emirates, Algeria, and Iran. Drawing on reliable library-based sources, this study
seeks to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the legislative criminal policies of these
countries and, ultimately, to formulate practical recommendations for Iranian law. The findings
indicate that, in comparison with the other three countries, the Iranian legal system possesses
broader potential in certain respects for the adoption and implementation of community service.
In particular, it extends the scope of alternatives to a wide range of offences, especially non-
intentional offences punishable by imprisonment. Moreover, with regard to non-compliance
with or violation of court-ordered requirements, Iranian law adopts a lenient and graduated
approach to the criminal response and does not resort to imprisonment as the initial response to
such violations. In light of the comparative findings, several practical recommendations may
be proposed for the Iranian criminal justice system, including expanding the scope of offences
eligible for community service by allowing this measure, in addition to offences punishable by
imprisonment, to be imposed as a principal or supplementary sanction for offences punishable
by a fine up to a specified threshold. Furthermore, financial support or compensation could be
considered in return for the services performed in order to provide offenders with greater
incentives to comply with community service obligations. Nevertheless, the legislative criminal
policy of Iran also presents certain shortcomings that require reform and reconsideration,
including the need to obtain the consent of juveniles sentenced to community service,
particularly given that judicial practice indicates that such consent is not consistently obtained.

Keywords: Alternatives to imprisonment, community services,
Substantive and Procedural Requirements, Enforcement
Guarantees
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